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Weekly message 
 
Dear Parents,  
Welcome back to our first newsletter for Term 4. This promises to be another busy and exciting term 
as we approach the end of another year of learning at Wollongong PS.  Significant events this week 
include: 
 
Teddy Bears Picnic 
On Tuesday we held a Teddy Bears Picnic for all our 2020 Kindergarten students, and also some pre-
schoolers from one of our Big Fat Smile feeder centres. This was the first of our Transition to School 
orientation sessions, and it was a great opportunity for the children and their parents to visit the 
school, meet some teachers and buddy students, make some new friends and play some games at “Big 
School” 
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Swimming School 
Next week will see the commencement of our annual swimming scheme which gives students the 
opportunity to learn to swim or improve their swimming skills. Being so close to so many beaches, 
this is a very valuable opportunity which can quite literally provide lifesaving skills. 
 
Tree Planting 
Next Friday Year 6 will be planting their trees and shrubs that they are donating to the school. They 
are doing this early in the term to ensure that the plants are well established by the time we have our 
summer break. 
 
Movie Night 
Next Friday 25th October, in the evening our P&C are holding their next Movie Night, and they will be 
screening The Lego Movie. This has become a very popular family event, so please note the date so 
that you can join us with your children. 
 
 
Building Update 
As I predicted, we have seen some significant progress on our new learning building during the school 
holidays, and we now have the concrete slabs in position for both the ground floor and the first floor. I 
was lucky enough to tour the site on Wednesday so saw first-hand the complexity of the work being 
undertaken. External brickwork has already commenced on the rear wall, so you can start to visualise 
what the final building will look like. 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a great weekend, 
Kind regards, 
 
Harold Cosier 
 
 
 



 
Deputy Principal News 
 
Welcome back to Term 4. I hope you and your family had a wonderful holiday break and are 
recharged for another busy term ahead. It was wonderful to see all the children’s smiling faces as they 
arrived at school Monday and you could see them sharing their holiday adventures with excitement. 
I’d like to give a special welcome to all of the new families who have joined us this week and of course 
welcome back our existing families. We have lots of exciting learning opportunities and events 
planned this term and we look forward to your involvement.  
 
Afternoon Pick Up Reminder 
As a school we believe we must work together in partnership with families to support our school 
community. We develop systems and structures to ensure we operate as efficiently as possible, using 
staff and funding to meet the needs of students, teachers and the community. 
 
There are many factors involved at Afternoon Pick Up and we have developed processes that enable a 
smooth operation. Although we acknowledge it is a challenge to enable more than 500 children to be 
collected safely each day, it is a time that we must focus on.   
 
To achieve this successfully, we provide supervision of students until 3:15 pm. We also ensure all 
students waiting to be collected by family members line up within the school grounds until being 
collected. We request that parents or caregivers be punctual when collecting students to avoid 
worrying students and adding extra supervision duties to staff. 
 
If you require supervision for your children after 3:15 pm, please approach Big Fat Smile for 
this service as we are unable to provide this for you.  
 
When collecting your children by car, it assists us greatly if you can display your name boldly, 
enabling us to request students over the microphone. Also, please stay in your car at all times as the 
council parking rangers visit us regularly to support our school operations, helping us to keep the 
children safe.  
 
We appreciate your support as we continue our journey in providing the best possible school 
environment for our community. 
 
Parent Feedback 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any celebrations, concerns or would like to discuss aspects of 
our school. To arrange an appointment you can email me at matt.richards5@det.nsw.edu.au or 
contact the school office on 42289120.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. Wishing you many happy moments in the week ahead. 
 
Kind regards, 
Matt Richards 
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FROM THE ADMIN DESK 
For all school payments you are encouraged to  
use the Online Payment system on the School website  
or the EFTPOS facilities which are now available in the 
school office. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Instructional Leader Update 
by Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph 

 
Firstly, we would like to welcome everyone back to school for the beginning of Term 4. It has been 
absolutely wonderful to see that the children are happily engaging in the fun and challenging lessons 
that teachers have been busily organising. 
 
Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph would like to celebrate the achievements of our K-2 Literacy and 
Numeracy learners. Each week we will continue contributing to the Wollongong Public School 
newsletter by sharing some of the wonderful learning that our students are engaging in and also 
celebrating the achievements of teachers. 
 
The School Excellence Framework is a document that is used by NSW public schools to assess their 
practices and to inform planning. This week the K-2 staff identified that at Wollongong Public School 
we are assessed at ‘Excelling’ for consistent assessment practices to monitor, plan and report on 
student learning across the curriculum. This is the highest level of achievement on the framework and 
a result of teams of teachers regularly engaging in moderating student work samples in shared 
marking sessions. This term the children in Stage 1 will be concentrating on persuasive writing while 
the Kindergarten children will be consolidating imaginative and informative writing and being 
exposed to persuasive writing. 
 
Please be reminded that all K-2 children will continue bringing home their reading books on a daily 
basis. It is very important for the children to read this book at home each day and return this book to 
school the following morning to support their reading success. 
 
 
                         
 
 
 
              
             
 
 
 
 



 
 
 ~ October 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
13 14 

First day of TERM 4 
15 
Kindy Orientation 
Teddy Bears Picnic 
11.30am 

16 17 18 19 

20 21 
Swim School 

22 
Swim School 
 
Kindy Orientation 
School Tour and 
Classroom Session 
9.30am 

23 
Swim School 
 
Peacekeeper Mufti 
Day & Lolly 
Guessing 
Competition  
 

24 
Swim School 

25 
Swim School 
 
P&C Movie Night 

26 

27 28 
Swim School 

29 
Swim School 
 
Kindy Orientation 
Parent Information 
and Classroom 
Session 
9.30am 

30 
Swim School 
 
Peacekeeper Bake 
Sale 

31 
Swim School 

  

 ~ November 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

Swim School 
2 
 

3 
 

4 5 
Kindy Orientation 
Parent as Learners 
and Classroom 
Session 
9.30am 

6 
Peacekeeper 
Lunchtime Disco 
 

7 8 
P&C Trivia Night 
 

9 
 

 
 

What’s Due: 
Interrelate Program Year 5 & 6 - Payment and Permission note due by Wednesday 
23rd October 
 
Early Start Discovery Space Excursion – Payment and Permission note due by 
Wednesday 6th November 
 
 

 
 



 
Positive Behaviour for Learning at WPS! 

 
PBL Reward Day 
On the last day of term 3, we had our PBL reward day following a great effort by all students in 
earning 5000 puggles for their school. All students participated in a range of fun games and activities. 
Everyone had a wonderful time and all students are to be congratulated on their excellent behaviour 
last term and for displaying our school values! Keep it up WPS!  
 
What is PBL?  
PBL stands for Positive Behaviour for Learning. It is a whole school 
approach for promoting positive behaviour within our school. PBL is 
about teaching the desired behaviours to students and showing them how 
they can be successful, allowing for a safe and supportive learning 
environment.  
 
What are our school values?  
Our school values are the expectations the school and community of WPS 
believe are required to create a positive learning environment. The 3 school values are: Respect, 
Responsibility and Safety. All areas around the school have the school values and expectations 
displayed on signs to support students in making positive choices on the playground and in 
classrooms. 
 
PBL Lessons 
Each week, teachers engage students in PBL 
lessons which reinforce the three school 
values and expectations within different 
areas of the school. Our teaching focus for 
this week involved reviewing school 
expectations in all areas.  We appreciate 
your support in discussing these 
expectations with your child at home.  
 
FAST AND FREQUENT PUGGLE 

Last term, WPS 
launched the 
‘fast and frequent’ whole school reward system. This system aims to 
recognise and encourage positive and appropriate behaviours in all areas 
at school. A fast and frequent puggle is a small token which all K-6 
students can receive when they display the 
three school values on the playground and 
in the classroom. All K-6 students were set 

a target of 5000 puggles to achieve a whole school reward, which is 
decided by the SRC (Student Representative Council). 
 
The new current total of puggles that K-6 students have collectively 
received are:  
 
Congratulations WPS on this outstanding effort! Keep displaying our 
PBL values! 
 

1210 
puggles 



 
 
 

 

Attention families of Year 5 students:  

Intention to apply for Year 7 entry to a selective high school in 2021 

  

Selective high schools cater for academically high potential and gifted students who may otherwise be 
without sufficient classmates of their own academic standard. Selective schools help these students to 
learn by grouping them with students of similar ability, using specialised teaching methods and 
materials.  

Selective high schools are unzoned so parents can apply regardless of where they live. Applications for 
selective high school placement are considered mainly on the basis of the Selective High School 
Placement Test results and school assessment scores. The Selective High School Placement Test will be 
held on Thursday 12 March 2020. 

If you would like to have your child considered for Year 7 selective high school entry in 2021, you need to 
apply on the internet using a valid email address (not the student’s email address). 

Detailed instructions on how to apply online will be available from late-September 2019 at https:// 
education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7.  

The application website opens at that link on 8 October 2019 and closes at 10pm on 11 November 
2019. You must apply before the closing date. 

There are no paper application forms. If you do not have internet access, you could apply at a public 
library. If you have a disability that prevents you from using a computer, you can contact the Unit for 
assistance after 8 October 2019. You must submit only ONE application for each student. 

If you have any questions please contact Miss Brooke Axam, Stage 3 Assistant Principal. 
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Family Day Saturday October 19 from 12pm – 5pm 

 
Reading is not only great for your education, it is also valuable 
for your wellbeing and helps children build relationships with 
those they read with. 
 

To encourage as much reading as possible, we would like to offer you 
20% off our purchase when you visit the Book Fair between 

12pm and 5pm on Saturday October 19 2019. WOW! 
 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

Write the name of your school here. 
 

Illawarra Sports Stadium, Hooka Creek Road, Berkeley. 
Entry by gold coin donation and eftpos is available. 

For more information, visit www.lifelinesouthcoast.org.au/events 
Voucher MUST be presented at the event to receive the discount. 

Voucher only valid between 12pm and 5pm Saturday October 19, 2019. 
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Come along and see the school, samples of work 
and a variety of activities across the faculties. 

Open for all interested primary students and their families 

 

Smith’s Hill High School Expo is on Monday 21 October 2019.  Expo is an opportunity for 

prospective students and their parents to see the school, samples of work and a variety of 

activities across the faculties. 

  

Please forward this invitation to any family members or friends with children who would like to 

become a future member of the Smith’s Hill High School community. 

  

Our Expo commences at 3:30pm in the school’s Multi-purpose Unit (MPU) with a welcome 

address by the Principal. Following this, you will be able to choose your own pathway around the 

school. Smith’s Hill High School SRC and PR Teams will guide visitors to the various displays and 

activities until 5:30pm. 
  

You will receive a detailed program of events and a map of the school as you enter the MPU, 

which is situated on the western side of the school next to the courts in Keira Street. To allow you 

to see a good proportion of the school, displays, exhibitions, demonstrations and performances 

will occur in a number of venues throughout the evening. 

  

We look forward to seeing you at the EXPO evening. For enquiries, please contact the school on 

02 4229 4266 during school hours (8:30am – 3:30pm). 
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