
 

Weekly 
Message 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
 
 
 

 
Weekly message 
 
Dear Parents,  
All our classes are once again engaged in their learning as we move into Term 4. We have had some 
great learning experiences occurring this week as well as some great achievements.  Significant events 
this week include: 
 
Kindergarten Orientation 
On Tuesday we held our second orientation session for our 2020 Kindergarten students. Families 
were able to tour the school and then join in with some activities in classrooms. 
 
Building Update 
Work is continuing on our learning building, with formwork being erected for the upper floor pillars 
which will support the roof of our new building. 
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Swimming School 
Swimming school has made a great start with around 60 students travelling to their lessons each day. 
Our thanks go to Miss Gray, Mr Critcher and Miss Smith for their supervision of these students. 

Film Club Success 
On Tuesday six of our students attended Film by the Coast, a screening of student made films at 
Anita’s Theatre. Schools from the Illawarra district were invited to be part of Film by the Coast, and a 
number of our students produced short films which were submitted to the festival. Two of the films 
were selected for screening, and we arranged for the six students who produced the films to attend. 
While it is not a competition, it is a great honour to have a film selected, and our students were further 
acknowledged when they were presented with a voucher entitling our students to four hours of 
professional film production provided by Pipe Wolf Media. Our thanks go to Mrs Roberts and Miss 
O’Toole for supporting our budding film makers through Film Club. A student report around the film 
festival appears later in our newsletter.  

Staff Mindfulness Session 
On Wednesday afternoon, all staff participated in a mindfulness training session as part of our 
professional learning program. This session acknowledges the importance of self-care for all school 
members. We are constantly looking out for all our students, and often as teachers and support staff 
we forget to look after ourselves, so this was a timely reminder to all of us that our own well-being is 
very important. 

Tree Planting 
Today Year 6 are planting a range of trees and shrubs that they are donating to the school. We hope 
that by planting them early in the term we can ensure that the plants are well established by the time 
we have our summer break. 

Movie Night 
Don’t forget that tonight our P&C are holding their next Movie Night, and they will be screening The 
Lego Movie 2. Tickets are available at the door, so please come along and join us for a very relaxed 
evening in our hall. 

World Teachers’ Day  
Finally, today we are celebrating World Teacher Day, so please take the time to say thank you to our 
teachers for the important role they play in the development of your child. 

Have a great weekend, 
Kind regards, 

Harold Cosier 

Deputy Principal News 

As a school, we value students’ education immensely. We aim to utilise each minute of the day that 
children attend school to support their social, emotional, behavioural and academic development. A 
vital part of the student’s day begins with the classroom routines and organisation that happens as 
children walk to their learning space in the morning. This process sets them up for success right from 
the beginning as their familiar routine engages them with the high expectations we have for all 
learners. Once children reach their classrooms, teachers begin learning activities immediately. These 
initial learning tasks are almost always literacy based as this is the foundation to all other subject 
areas. In K-2 classrooms, students begin their day learning phonics.  



This enables to them to expand their knowledge of letters and sounds and enhance their ability to 
read and write. In Years 3-6, students often begin with spelling, writing or reading tasks which are 
vital to their developmental learning needs.  

Currently, the number of students arriving at school late has been identified as high. While we 
understand at times there will be circumstances that will impact your child’s arrival at school, we are 
seeking your support to minimise lateness. As you can see from both of the images below, there are 
significant, long term impacts to your child’s education, even if you are only 5 or 10 minutes late. To 
support improvements in attendance, we will be implementing a process of monitoring lateness and 
contacting parents when we recognise that this is an ongoing issue. Please help us to support your 
child as they progress on their learning journey by having them at school 5-10 minutes before the 
bell, enabling them to reach their full potential.  

Parent Feedback 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any celebrations, concerns or would like to discuss aspects of 
our school. To arrange an appointment you can email me at matt.richards5@det.nsw.edu.au or 
contact the school office on 42289120.  
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. Wishing you many happy moments in the week ahead. 

Kind regards, 
Matt Richards 

mailto:matt.richards5@det.nsw.edu.au


Instructional Leader Update 
by Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph 

Problems of Practice 
One of the roles we have as Instructional Leaders is to support students and staff to solve ‘problems of 
practice’. A problem of practice is an observation made by a teacher regarding an aspect of teaching 
and learning. This could be an observation about individual students, groups of students or could even 
involve the whole class. Once a problem of practice is identified, Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph research 
areas in which we can best support and then work with the teacher to develop, implement and 
evaluate a plan of action.  

Writing 
This term, Stage One students are creating persuasive texts linked to our rich texts and focused on 
topics such as the importance of nature and protecting the environment. Teachers and Instructional 
Leaders have reflected on literacy progression data and syllabus documents to create a collaborative 
program for writing. Students are learning to persuade their audience by using devices such as strong 
words and rhetorical questions. We will include some writing samples from students in the coming 
weeks. In the Kindergarten classrooms the children are working on writing tasks to consolidate how 
to write texts to entertain an audience, texts to inform an audience and are also being exposed to 
talking and writing persuasively. 

Numeracy 
Planning for numeracy is done collaboratively amongst the teams of teachers in Kindergarten and 
Stage One. This week the teachers have been reflecting on their planning and how this best suits the 
needs of all students in the class. We have been discussing the suitability and content of lessons, the 
resources that have been made to support the lessons and the assessment required to evaluate future 
learning. Planning together, and continually evaluating our processes, is supporting our next round of 
data discussions in Week 5 that will ensure all students are accessing learning at their point of need. 

Bake Sale 

On Wednesday 30th October, our school will be having a Bake Sale to help raise 

money for the Wollongong Public School Peacekeeper Welfare Program. We ask our 

wonderful Year 5 and 6 students, and their families, to donate baked items such as 

cupcakes, muffins, brownies, sweet treats etc.  

Can you please label your box or container with the student’s name, class and the 

ingredients. Leave it outside Stage 3 classes in the computer area on Wednesday 

morning. Thank you for supporting our wonderful Peacekeepers. 



~ October 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
20 21 

Swim School 
22 
Swim School 

Kindy Orientation 
School Tour and 
Classroom Session 
9.30am 

23 
Swim School 

Peacekeeper Mufti 
Day & Lolly 
Guessing 
Competition  

24 
Swim School

25 
Swim School 

P&C Movie Night

26 

27 28 
Swim School 

Interrelate Year 5 
Session 1 

29 
Swim School 

Kindy Orientation 
Parent Information 
and Classroom 
Session 
9.30am 

Interrelate Year 6 
Session 1 

30 
Swim School 

Peacekeeper Bake 
Sale

31 
Swim School

~ November 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
Swim School 

2 

3 4 
Interrelate Year 5 
Session 2

5 
Kindy Orientation 
Parent as Learners 
and Classroom 
Session 
9.30am 

Interrelate Year 6 
Session 2 

6 
Peacekeeper 
Lunchtime Disco

7 8 
P&C Trivia Night 

9 

10 11 
Interrelate Year 5 
Session 3

12 
Interrelate Year 6 
Session 3

13 14 15 16 

What’s Due: 
Early Start Discovery Space Excursion – Payment and Permission note due by 
Wednesday 6th November 

What’s Overdue: 
Interrelate Program Year 5 & 6 - Payment and Permission note due by Wednesday 
23rd October 



Positive Behaviour for Learning at WPS! 

What is PBL?  
PBL stands for Positive Behaviour for Learning. It is a whole school 
approach for promoting positive behaviour within our school. PBL 
is about teaching the desired behaviours to students and showing 
them how they can be successful, allowing for a safe and 
supportive learning environment.  

What are our school values? 

Our school values are the expectations the school and community of WPS believe are 
required to create a positive learning environment. The 3 school values are: Respect, 
Responsibility and Safety. All areas around the school have the school values and 
expectations displayed on signs to support students in making positive choices on the 
playground and in classrooms. 

PBL Lessons 
Each week, teachers engage students 
in PBL lessons which reinforce the three 
school values and expectations within 
different areas of the school. Our 
teaching focus for this week involved 
reviewing school expectations in all 
areas.  We appreciate your support in 
discussing these expectations with 
your child at home.  

FAST AND FREQUENT PUGGLE 

Last term, WPS launched the ‘fast and frequent’ whole school 
reward system. This system aims to recognise and encourage 
positive and appropriate behaviours in all areas at school. A fast 
and frequent puggle is a small token which all K-6 students can 
receive when they display the three school values on the 
playground and in the classroom. All 
K-6 students were set a target of 5000
puggles to achieve a whole school

reward, which is decided by the SRC (Student Representative 
Council). 

The new current total of puggles that K-6 students have 
collectively received are:  

Congratulations WPS on this outstanding effort! Keep displaying 
our PBL values! 

1210 
puggles



Film By The Coast Festival 

Last term, we (Calista and Freja) had the option of joining the film 
club. We were eager to find out what this opportunity may have in 
store for us, so we joined and began our quest on making a film to 
be shown at the Film by the Coast Festival held in Anita’s theatre 
on the 23rd.  

We chose to make a film about the types of people that you would see in a school 
playground, with a heartwarming moral. We showed different types of personalities, 
such as: ‘The Unsuccessful’, ‘The Monkey Bars Hogger’, ‘The Twinsies’ etc. In the 
end, we summed it up by saying that even though we have our differences, we can 
all come together and be friends.  

Some people in our class were our actors and actresses in the film. They were very 
cooperative and were great to work with. So we would also like to say a big thank you 
to everyone shown in the film, and also all of the teachers that supported us along the 
way. The funny story throughout and nice message towards the end was a great 
combination for a film and we won the school 4 hours of film training worth $480. We 
enjoyed watching other people’s films, and would like to congratulate them on all of 
their hard work. Overall, this was a great and very fun experience for everyone 
involved and we are so happy to find out what happens next year. 

Calista and Freja, 6S 

Congratulations on your fabulous award!



Attention families of Year 5 students: 

Intention to apply for Year 7 entry to a selective high school in 2021 

Selective high schools cater for academically high potential and gifted students who may otherwise be 
without sufficient classmates of their own academic standard. Selective schools help these students to 
learn by grouping them with students of similar ability, using specialised teaching methods and 
materials. 

Selective high schools are unzoned so parents can apply regardless of where they live. Applications for 
selective high school placement are considered mainly on the basis of the Selective High School 
Placement Test results and school assessment scores. The Selective High School Placement Test will be 
held on Thursday 12 March 2020. 

If you would like to have your child considered for Year 7 selective high school entry in 2021, you need to 
apply on the internet using a valid email address (not the student’s email address). 

Detailed instructions on how to apply online will be available from late-September 2019 at https:// 
education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7. 

The application website opens at that link on 8 October 2019 and closes at 10pm on 11 November 
2019. You must apply before the closing date. 

There are no paper application forms. If you do not have internet access, you could apply at a public 
library. If you have a disability that prevents you from using a computer, you can contact the Unit for 
assistance after 8 October 2019. You must submit only ONE application for each student. 

If you have any questions please contact Miss Brooke Axam, Stage 3 Assistant Principal. 

WHERE WILL YOU BE IN 2020?? 
[Please complete and return to the school office] 

If you expect your child will not be attending our school in 2020 please complete the form below and return as 
soon as possible. 

CHILD’S NAME:___________________________________ 

CLASS:______________________ 

REASON:_____________________________________ 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7








 



 



 



 
 



 
 

 


	WOLLONGONG PUBLIC SCHOOL
	67a Church Street,           Phone: 4228 9120
	WOLLONGONG NSW 2500
	Email:             Wollongong-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
	Principal:      Harold Cosier                         Term 4, Week 2




