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Weekly message 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Well we have completed another busy week at Wollongong Public School.  Significant events for this week and 
next are: 
 
Building Update 
Our Learning Building is rapidly taking shape and there has been a lot of activity this week. I toured the site 
yesterday with the Site Manager and there are multiple tradesmen on site, installing air-conditioning, 
electricity and data cabling, insulation, brickwork and completing the roof framework. Next week we can 
expect to see internal walls and roofing commence, as the building really takes shape. 
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Community Hub Barista Course Graduation 
Yesterday the participants of our Community Hub Barista course received their graduation certificates in a 
ceremony at our Community Hub. Of course there was great coffee available, and a selection of delicious treats 
for those of us who attended the ceremony. Our congratulations go to all those who completed the course and 
our thanks goes to Mrs Yacoub and Kiama Community College for the course organisation. It was also a 
pleasure to see Ms Ann Burbrook, former Hub Co-ordinator in attendance, as she was instrumental in 
developing this and many other courses in our Hub. 
 
 

 
 
 
Country Chess Championship Final 
Today our chess team will be competing in the Grand Final of the NSW Country Schools Interschool 
Championships against a team from Dubbo. This is following on from their win recently to become the 
Illawarra champions. We wish Nazif, Han, Declan and Quan all the best in their competition. 
 
P&C Meeting 
Next Tuesday 26th November we will be holding our final P&C meeting for 2019 at 6.30 pm in the Staff room 
and all are welcome. 
 
2020 Student Leadership Elections. 
We are already planning for 2020 and part of that process is the election of our student leadership team for 
next year. Next week, all the Year 5 students who have nominated for a position will need to submit a speech in 
support of their nomination before they present them to the student community, who will then vote in an 
election. I am very much looking forward to hearing these presentations. Students who gain leadership 
positions will be announced at our Excellence Assembly on Friday 13 December. 
 
Academically Gifted Class Presentation 
Throughout the year, a number of our students from Stage 3 have been attending the Academically Gifted class 
at Bellambi PS on a Tuesday. Next Tuesday they will be displaying some of their work and giving a presentation 
as a celebration for their final session. I am looking forward to that event when I attend next Tuesday 
afternoon, and congratulate the students involved.  
 
Have a great weekend, 
Kind regards, 
 
Harold Cosier 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deputy Principal News 
 
Road safety banners  
You will have noticed the School Road Safety Fence Banners that are now displayed on our fence at the front of 
our school to support drop off and pick up processes. This has been provided to us by the council for use until 
Friday 13th December. We hope that this will draw attention in the community to minimise parking in this 
location at drop off and pick up times. It is also a reminder for all parents around the regulations with parking 
and collecting children. We appreciate your continued support with this. 
 
Reports  
Teachers are currently in one of their busiest times of year assessing children and writing reports. This 
semester’s report has changed due to the reflection process we completed at the end of term 2. Both staff and 
parents completed surveys providing us with feedback to enhance our reporting processes. Over the next few 
weeks, I will be explaining these adjustments to you so you are aware of what to expect in your child’s report.   
The first element is to provide you with clarity around the English as an Additional Language / Dialect (EAL/D) 
mark and comment. When you first enrolled your child/ren at Wollongong Public School, you will have 
indicated whether your child/ren speak a language other than English at home.  NSW public school students 
from language backgrounds other than English are required to have their English language proficiency assessed 
using the ACARA EAL/D Learning Progression. Schools are now required to report to parents the overall EAL/D 
learning phase (as per the table below) of all EAL/D students at their school. Both classroom teachers and 
EAL/D teachers have input over this grade and comment as we aim to provide you with more information 
about how your child is acquiring English as an additional language. Please note, it takes students an average of 
5-7 years to progress through the phases and reach academic language proficiency. 
 

Phase  Description  
Beginning Students with some print literacy in their first language. This may include 

Kindergarten students who were born in Australia.  
Beginning, 
limited literacy 
background (BLL) 

A subcategory to describe reading/writing behaviours typical of students 
with little or no experience of literacy in any language. 

Emerging  Students who have a growing degree of print literacy and oral language 
competency with English. 

Developing Students who are further developing their knowledge of print literacy and 
oral language competency with English. 

Consolidating Students who have a sound knowledge of spoken and written English, 
including a growing competency with academic language. 

 
Below is an example of how the comment and mark will be reflected if your child is identified as learning 
English as an Additional Language/ Dialect. 
 

 
Parent Feedback 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any celebrations, concerns or would like to discuss aspects of our 
school. To arrange an appointment you can email me at matt.richards5@det.nsw.edu.au or contact the school 
office on 42289120.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. Wishing you many happy moments in the week ahead. 
Kind regards, 
Matt Richards 
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Instructional Leader Update  
by Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph 

 
Final Data Cycle for 2020 
Teachers and students are now in their final cycle of teaching and learning for 2019. In this cycle 
of planning the teachers are continuing to target their teaching to individual student need with an 
identified teaching focus on literacy and numeracy. As stage teams, we are endeavouring to build 
solid literacy and numeracy skills within all students to successfully transition to a new class in 
2020. Mrs Critoph and Mrs Neaves look forward to collecting further data on all children towards 
the end of Term 4 to ensure we can begin planning for students return to school after the holiday 
break. 
 
English Units 
Last week the teachers in Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 engaged in data talks with Mrs Critoph and 
Mrs Neaves. During this time it is important for the Instructional Leaders to gain explicit feedback 
from the teachers to assist with future planning in literacy and numeracy. At our data day we 
presented some future directions around Textual Concepts and Processes (English Units) and 
how we can embed other Key Learning Areas into literacy blocks. As a result, Mrs Critoph and Mrs 
Neaves have been very busy pulling all of the outcomes from Syllabus documents and looking at 
suitable resources that will support the writing of English units. 
 
Mrs Critoph and Mrs Neaves Syllabus Outcome Walls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 ~ November 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
24 25 

UOW Debating Day 
 

26 
Year 5 OC 
Orientation Day 
 
P&C Meeting 
6.30pm 

27 28 29 
 

30 
 

 ~ December 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 

Surf Awareness 
Beach Day Yr 5 

4 
Surf Awareness 
Beach Day Yr 6 

5 
Scripture Assembly 
 
SHHS Drama 
Performance K-6 

6 
Beauty & The Beast 
K-4 
 

7 
 

8 9 10 
 

11 
Yr 6 Farewell  
 

12 
 

13 
School Excellence 
Assembly 11.30am 
 

14 
 

15 16 
Specialist Programs 
Assembly 11.30am 

17 
Yr 6 Peacekeeper 
Jamberoo 
Excursion 
 

18 
Yr6 Graduation 
Ceremony 
 
LAST DAY OF 
TERM 4 
 
 
 

19 
School Holidays 
 

20 
School Holidays 
 
 

21 
School Holidays 
 
 

22 
School Holidays 
 

23 
School Holidays 
 

24 
School Holidays 
 
 

25 
School Holidays 
 
Christmas Day 
 
 

26 
School Holidays 
 
Boxing Day 
 
 

27 
School Holidays 
 
 

28 
School Holidays 
 
 

29 
School Holidays 
 

30 
School Holidays 
 

31 
School Holidays 
 
New Years Eve 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

What’s Due: 
SHHS Drama Performance K-6 Students – Payment and Permission note due by Friday 29th 
November 
 
Year 6 Peacekeeper Jamberoo Excursion – Payment and Permission note due by Friday 29th 
November 
 
2020 Annual Swimming Carnival Competitors Only Yr3, 4, 5, 6 and Yr 2 students turning 8 
in 2020 who can competently swim 50M – Payment and Permission note due by Friday 6th 
December 

 



Positive Behaviour for Learning at WPS! 
 
What is PBL?  
PBL stands for Positive Behaviour for Learning. It is a whole school 
approach for promoting positive behaviour within our school. PBL is about 
teaching the desired behaviours to students and showing them how they 
can be successful, allowing for a safe and supportive learning 
environment.  
 
What are our school values?  
Our school values are the expectations the school and community of WPS believe are required to 
create a positive learning environment. The 3 school values are: Respect, Responsibility and 
Safety. All areas around the school have the school values and expectations displayed on signs to 
support students in making positive choices on the playground and in classrooms. 
 
PBL Lessons 
Each week, teachers engage students in PBL 
lessons which reinforce the three school values 
and expectations. Our teaching focus for this 
week was responsibility of belongings. We 
appreciate your support with discussing these 
expectations with your child at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FAST AND FREQUENT PUGGLE 

Last term, WPS launched the ‘fast and frequent’ whole school reward 
system. This system aims to recognise and encourage positive and 
appropriate behaviours in all areas at school. A fast and frequent 
puggle is a small token which all K-6 students can receive when they 
display the three school values on the playground and in the 
classroom. All K-6 students were set a 
target of 5000 puggles to achieve a 
whole school reward, which is decided 

by the SRC (Student Representative Council). 
 
The new current total of puggles that K-6 students have collectively 
received are:  
Congratulations WPS on this outstanding effort!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3373 
puggles 

Keep 
it up 
WPS! 



 
 

 

STEM DAY 
By Imogen and Astrid  5/6C 

 
The day started nice and early, I’d say the only problem was the late bus, once it arrived though we were 
all really excited for the day. Once we were dropped off at Keira High, we all sat down and got sorted 
into groups. There was silver, grey, pink, red, yellow and black. After everyone arrived we sat down in 
the hall and a few people made some speeches. When they were finished we headed to our first 
activities.  
 
I (Astrid) was doing bridge build, it was quite hard because we had to do it all day and had limited 
resources, 3 long stripes of tape, cardboard, a few pieces of wood and some paddle pop sticks. Myself 
(Imogen) headed to the code cracker, where there were a group of senders and receivers. We had to 
make up codes for each shape, letter and number. After our first activity we headed out for lunch were 
we had a quick snack, then we went back inside to complete our next activity. 
 
After working so hard all day, my group had to go and build two towers with only three sheets of paper, 
6 straws, 1 tray and 2 lines of tape. Our first tower had to hold as many weights as possible, after a lot of 
deliberation we finally had our final design. Our tower did not hold for very long, but we tried our best. 
The second tower had to hold weights AND a shake test, this time it was much easier, our tower held for 
longer but did eventually fall.  
 
At the end of the day each school was able to test out their bridge in front of everyone. Our bridge 
carried the most weight but unfortunately we were penalised for how much our bridge weighed. We all 
went on the bus back to school and had a little rest after a busy day. 

 
 

 
 

 
2020 WPS Leadership Speeches 

 
Parents and our school community are invited to attend and listen to the speeches, 
to support student applications, to become a Captain or Prefect in 2020. The 
speeches will be held in the school hall on Monday 2 December at 9:15am.  
 
 



 



 



 
 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 

 

School Uniform ordering is moving from online purchasing to being available in the uniform shop. 

 Opening hours are Thursday’s from 3pm – 3.30pm and Fridays from 8am – 8.30am 

The uniform shop is located on the top floor of A Block Eastern end. 

School Hats can also be purchased from the Administration Office. Cost is $13. 

Please ensure you have the correct money as no change is available from the office. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WOLLONGONG PUBLIC SCHOOL UNIFORM   

PRICE LIST 2019 

Item Price per 
item 

Sizes 

Shorts $15.00 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Skort $18.50 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Trackpants $25.00 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Polo Shirt Short Sleeve $23.00 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Jacket $40.00 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Jumper $21.00 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Sports Shirt $25.00 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Summer Dress STOCK ARRIVING SOON   

Bucket Hat $13.00 S/M    M/L L/XL 
   
*PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE   
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