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Weekly message 
 
Dear Parents,  
This will be our last newsletter for Term 3 and what a busy term it has been! We have seen so many 
things happening around our school after the last ten weeks and this one is no exception. Significant 
events this week include: 
 
Beginning School Well 
Our Beginning School Well sessions concluded this week, with our potential new students for 2020 
feeling much more confident about coming to “”Big School”. 
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Community Hubs Australia National Conference 
Last week I was very privileged to attend the Community Hubs Australia National Conference, along 
with our Hub Leader Mrs Yacoub, and our local Hubs Co-ordinator Ann Burbrook. It was an amazing 
experience, with Leaders, Co-ordinators and Principals from Hubs across Australia attending, and 
sharing some of the outstanding things that are happening in Hub schools for non-English speaking 
women. I am proud to report that the Wollongong PS Community Hub is doing as well or better than 
any across Australia! 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wollongong Hubs Contingent 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Hub Barista Course 
While on the subject of Community Hubs, yesterday a number of our mothers completed their Barista 
Course that they have been undertaking in partnership with Kiama Community College. They 
arranged for a staff coffee morning and not only served coffee, but some delicious snacks for some 
very happy school staff members! I understand that this may become a weekly event for not only staff 
members but also parents!  
  

 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PBL Reward Day 
Today you would all be aware was our PBL Reward Day following a great effort by all students in 
earning over 5000 Puggles for their school. Students were encouraged to wear casual clothes, and 
participate in a range of games between recess and lunch. Everyone had a wonderful time and I would 
like to congratulate our students on their great behaviour this term. We are indeed a great school. 
 
 
 
 
 



Chess Success 
Mr McQueen informs me that while I was away, our chess team represented the school at the 
Illawarra Primary Schools One Day Chess Tournament at TIGS and returned victorious! A full report 
appears later in our newsletter. 
 
 
 
Building Update 
Our new learning building continues to progress, with not only the ground slab now poured, but 
scaffolding already erected to support the pouring of the first floor slab. Work will continue during the 
holidays and I suspect we will see some major changes when we return.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Holiday Break 
Today is of course the last day of school and we all return on Monday 14th October. 
 
Have a happy and safe holiday break. 
 
Kind regards, 
Harold Cosier          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deputy Principal News 
 
2020 Kindergarten Interviews 
Over the past few weeks, I’ve had the privilege of welcoming all 2020 Kindergarten students and their 
families to our school. This has provided us with valuable information to support incoming students 
as they begin their transition process to Wollongong Public School. Families had the opportunity to 
ask questions about our school, gather information about how we operate and hear about our future 
directions. We look forward to all Kindergarten Orientation events taking place next term beginning 
with our Teddy Bears’ Picnic on Tuesday 15th October at 11:30 am.    
 
 
 
 



 
5/6M, 5L and 6S Science Fair 
Wednesday this week was the culmination of a huge amount of work from some of our Stage 3 classes. 
Students have been working on their Science Fair projects for many weeks now and the standard was 
amazing! This work enables students to work in small teams, choose a hypothesis, conduct 
experiments and present their results. The children were so motivated in their self-directed learning 
tasks that when you listen to the knowledge they shared on Wednesday, we were very much engaged 
and impressed! 
 
 
 

Happy Holidays 
Thank you to all families who have supported our school this term. We value and appreciate your 
contributions and see the significant benefit to our students when we work in partnership. I hope you all 
have a wonderful holiday and we look forward to welcoming you and your children back next term. 
 
Kind regards, 
Matt Richards 
 
 
 
Chess News 
This week Wollongong Public entered a team in the Illawarra Primary Schools One Day Chess 
Tournament. 
Congratulations to the team of Rahil, Han and Nazif who won the tournament. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Instructional Leader Update 

 
 
Data Talks  
This week the teachers in Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 have been very busy working with Mrs Neaves and Mrs 
Critoph to look at student Literacy and Numeracy data and planning. During this session teachers were able 
to celebrate the growth of their students by reviewing updated progression data for writing and numeracy. 
Teachers were then given the opportunity to revisit their data and select new indicators to focus on during 
the first 5 weeks of teaching in Term 4. This new and authentic way of looking at class data continues to 
drive individual teaching practice and also the collaborative planning that is happening with stage teams of 
teachers. 
 
 
Kindergarten Home Reading 
Mrs Neaves, Mrs Critoph and Kindergarten teachers are absolutely thrilled at the current success of all 
Kindergarten children taking home their Familiar Read as part of our home reading program. The children 
are arriving to school excited about learning to read and taking home their learnt book. Feedback from some 
of our families has been very positive with parents being able to celebrate their child’s reading success at 
home. Well done to all of our Kindergarten children who are experiencing reading success and returning 
their home reading book each day. 
 
Please remember that it is essential for the success of this reading program that the book be returned to 
school the next day as there will be teachers needing this school resource for lessons. Please regularly 
check your child’s school and reading bag to ensure our reading resources are returned to school each 
day. 
 
    
                                                             
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please support your child to continue building their love of reading throughout the school holidays. There 
are many ways to support this such as visiting the local library, allowing your child to select books that they 
like to read and finding a comfortable spot to sit together and enjoy a story.                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 ~ September 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
22 23 24 25 

5L, 5/6M, 6S 
Science Fair 2.15pm 

26 27 
Last day of TERM 3 
 
Free Choice Mufti 
Day 

28 

29 30 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

     

 ~ October 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
2 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

3 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

4 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

5 
 

6 7 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

8 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

9 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

10 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

11 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

12 

13 14 
First day of TERM 4 

15 
Kindy Orientation 
Teddy Bears Picnic 
11.30am 

16 17 18 19 

20 21 
Swim School 

22 
Swim School 
 
Kindy Orientation 
School Tour and 
Classroom Session 
9.30am 

23 
Swim School 

24 
Swim School 

25 
Swim School 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Positive Behaviour for Learning at WPS! 

PBL News 
What is PBL?  

PBL stands for Positive Behaviour for Learning. It is a whole school 
approach for promoting positive behaviour within our school. PBL is 
about teaching the desired behaviours to students and showing them 
how they can be successful, allowing for a safe and supportive learning 
environment.  

What are our school values?  

Our school values are the expectations the school and community of WPS believe are required to 
create a positive learning environment. The 3 school values are: Respect, Responsibility and Safety. 
All areas around the school have the school values and expectations displayed on signs to support 
students in making positive choices on the playground and in classrooms. 

 

FAST AND FREQUENT PUGGLE 

This term, WPS launched the ‘fast and frequent’ whole school reward 
system. This system aims to recognise and encourage positive and 
appropriate behaviours in all areas at school. A fast and frequent puggle 
is a small token which all K-6 students can receive when they display the 
three school values on the playground and in the classroom. All K-6 
students were set a target of 5000 puggles to achieve a whole school 
reward, which is decided by the SRC (Student Representative Council). 

As all K-6 students reached 5000 puggles this term, we have started 
a new puggle count. The new current total of puggles that K-6 
students have collectively received are:  

  

Congratulations WPS on this outstanding 
effort! Keep displaying our PBL values!  

  

793 
puggles 
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