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Weekly message 
 
Dear Parents,  
Well what an incredibly busy week we have had!  Items of note this week include: 
 
Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 Symbio Excursions 
On Monday Early Stage One and on Tuesday Stage 1 students travelled to Symbio Wildlife Park for an 
amazing day amongst the animals there. See a full report on these visits later in our newsletter. 
 
Beginning School Well 
Also on Monday we commenced our Beginning School Well orientation sessions for our non-English 
speaking kindergarten students for 2020. Students and their families are introduced to the exciting 
changes that they can expect as they enter our school.  
 
Dads Do Drop-Off 
On Wednesday morning we invited all our Dads 
(and Mums too of course) to join us for some 
breakfast and some fun activities. Once again we 
had a magnificent turnout with well over 100 Dads 
and Mums joining us with their children to have 
breakfast, play some games and have a chat and a 
coffee. Our thanks go to our community 
engagement team who all pitched in to make this 
such a successful event. 
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Book Week Activities 
As well as our Book Fair this week, our K-2 classes all had the opportunity to walk to the Wollongong 
City Library and join in some storytelling and other activities. This was followed up by our 
magnificent Book Parade on Thursday afternoon, when hundreds of book characters appeared in our 
hall and playground, much to the delight of parents and onlookers!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fathers’ Day Stall 
Today, our P&C held their Fathers’ Day Stall and all students had an opportunity to purchase a gift for 
Dad for his special day this weekend. There were some wonderful gifts on offer, and I was a little 
disappointed not to have my own child here to purchase something for me! 
 
Thank you to our SASS  
This week was of course the week when we recognise all the magnificent work done by our non-
teaching staff across the school. The school could not possibly operate without them, and it was a 
good opportunity for us all to say thanks for their fabulous work. 
 
 



 
 
Botanical Gardens Excursion 
Next Monday Stage 3 students have the opportunity to visit the Botanical Gardens for a Sustainability 
Excursion, where they will engage in a range of activities around the theme of sustainability and 
ensuring the continuity of a range of species on our planet. 
 
P&C Meeting 
Don’t forget that our next P&C Meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, 3rd September at 6.30pm in 
the school staffroom. 
 
 
Have a happy and safe weekend,      
Kind regards, 
 
Harold Cosier 
 
 
 
Deputy Principal News 
 
K-2 Week of Excursions 
On Monday and Tuesday Kindergarten to Year Two students attended Symbio Wildlife Park for an 
excursion. Although both days were very chilly with showers drifting in throughout the days, it was a 
fabulous learning experience for the children. The day begun with Rangers talking about animals and 
giving students the opportunity to pat a crocodile, snake and possum, among others. Children were 
then guided around the zoo in groups led by rangers who were explaining many interesting facts 
about the animals. Since returning children have been writing detailed recounts and informative texts 
sharing their new found knowledge of animals. As you can see from their faces below, this was such an 
excitable event. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On Wednesday Kindergarten to Year Two students set off on a 
walking excursion to the Wollongong Library. This opportunity was 
part of the Book Week celebrations this week and involved learning 
about the short list of nominated books for this year’s book week 
awards. Students were read several books and acted out different 
parts of the stories. The drama activities were very engaging and the 
feedback from the students and teachers was that this activity was 
well worth it!  
  
 
 
 

A big thank you to all families who completed the School Administration survey. Below are some key 
points that we can take away from your feedback.  
 

• We had 52 respondents to our survey which represents 13% of all families at our school. 
Although not a huge response from our community, anything above 10% provides us with 
enough data to draw some conclusions; 

• Our school website is being accessed regularly for notes and payments; 
• As a school, our communication is adequately meeting requirements of the respondents in our 

survey; 
• Families (and our office staff) have made requests to have access to EFTPOS making payments 

so we are in the process of arranging this. We hope to provide you this opportunity in the 
coming weeks; 

• There were lots of positive comments about how our Administration staff are friendly, 
welcoming, supportive and quick to contact families when necessary. We appreciate these 
positive comments; and 

• We also received some suggestions to further develop our processes which should help to 
improve our systems. These were mainly around notes and our calendar to ensure families 
have access to notes in a timely manner and are aware of upcoming events via our accurate 
calendar. 

Finally, if you are not receiving emails from the school including the newsletter, please send an email 
to our school address to confirm your details wollongong-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au . This will allow us 
to check your email address in our system to ensure we have this recorded accurately and enhance 
our communication with you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. Wishing you many happy moments in the week ahead. 
 
Kind regards 
Matt Richards 
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Instructional Leader Update 
 
Kindergarten Home Reading 
Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph are really excited to see our Kindergarten children taking home 
their Familiar Readers in their lovely new book bags this week. The children are really proud of 
their new book bags and are excited to be taking home the book that they have learnt at 
school. Please regularly check your child’s school bag and support your child to read at home 
every day. It is essential for the success of this reading program that the book be returned to 
school the next day as there will be teachers needing the book for lessons.  
 
Using data to inform teaching 
Each Monday afternoon, our staff engage in professional learning aligned with our school plan 
and priorities. This week, Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph led Stage 2 and 3 teachers in using 
literacy progressions data to inform their teaching and learning programs, to support student 
achievement. It was wonderful to see teachers celebrating their students’ successes and 
planning for their next five week cycle of teaching.                                 
 
Symbio 
This week the teachers and children in Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 enjoyed their excursion to 
Symbio Wildlife Park. Throughout the day the children were able to experience a variety of 
Australian animals, the Red Panda, Meerkats and a variety of interesting and fascinating 
reptiles. Excursions such as Symbio are a valuable teaching and learning experience as they 
provide access to teaching content and learning experiences that build upon what is being 
taught at school. Throughout this term all children in Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 have been 
learning how to write informative texts. The trip to Symbio has enabled the students to build 
their background knowledge to support them when attempting to write. Please enjoy some of 
the students’ work samples from this 
week.                                                                                                         
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Second-hand school uniform shop 
The second hand uniform shop is now open on Tuesday and Friday morning from 

8.30-9.00 during term 3 at the Community Hub. 
All donations of clean clothing welcome, either at the Community Hub or at the main office. 

Help raise fund for your school! 
For any further information please contact Evoon 0439 898092 

Community Hub Leader 
Wollongong Public School 

 
 
 

 

School Concert – 18th September 2019 
Tickets are selling fast for the evening concert, with only the back row inside the hall 
available (as of Thursday 29th August), there is still under the COLA tickets that are available 
for the evening and plenty of inside tickets for the matinee. 

Sorry no tickets will be allocated without the orange note being returned! 

 

 
FROM THE ADMIN DESK 
 

A new payment box has been installed in the front office 
foyer so that all payments and permission notes can now 
be placed here.   
 
Please make sure that all money is placed in a secure 
envelope or zip lock bag with your child’s name, permission 
note and payment. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 



 
 
 
 



 



 
 



 



 
 

 ~ August 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
25 26 

Symbio Excursion 
Kindergarten 
 
Book Fair 

27 
Symbio Excursion 
Stage 1 
 
Book Fair 

28 
Fathering Project 
8am – 9am 
 
Book Fair 
 
K-2 Library 
Excursion 

29 
Book Parade 2pm 
 
 
Book Fair 

30 
PSSA Sport 
 
Father’s Day Stall 
Book Fair 

31 

 ~ September 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 

Stage 3 
Sustainability 
Excursion 
 

3 
ICAS -  Digital 
Technologies 
 
P&C Meeting 
6.30pm 

4 
New Families 
Information Session 
2pm 

5 
ICAS - Science 
 

6 
PSSA Sport 

7 

8 9 
 

10 
ICAS - Writing 
 

11 
 

12 
ICAS Spelling 
 

13 
PSSA Sport 

14 

15 16 
 

17 
ICAS - English 
 

18 
School Concert 
Matinee and 
Evening 
performances 

19 
ICAS - Maths 

20 
PSSA Sport 

21 

 
 
 
 

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS – 2020 
 

Enrolments are now being taken for children in Kindergarten next year. 
 If you know of anyone who is intending to apply to our school in 2020 please ask 

them to come to the school and pick up an enrolment pack as soon as possible. 
 

Closing date for enrolments is Friday 6th September 2019 
 Enrolment forms and all documentation must be returned to the office by this 

date. 
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