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Weekly message 
 
Dear Parents,  
We are now at the end of the seventh week of Term 3 and it is wonderful to see so much great 
learning occurring around our school. Significant events this week include: 
 
Botanic Gardens Excursion 
On Monday our Stage 3 students visited the Botanic Gardens for a Sustainability Excursion, where 
they took part in a range of workshops with Gardens’ staff and other environmental experts looking at 
ways of supporting sustainability in our environment. I had a quick visit, but unfortunately was not 
able to stay and engage in the activities, but I understand from teachers and students that it was a 
great day of learning.  
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Premier’s Debating Challenge 

On Tuesday Edie, Evie, Davina, Will and Freja participated in 
the zone finals of the Premier’s Debating Competition held at 
our school. Mrs Fist tells me that they did an amazing job but 
were unsuccessful in advancing to the next round. Well done 
everyone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beginning School Well 
Also on Monday we continued our Beginning School Well orientation sessions for our non-English 
speaking kindergarten students for 2020.  
 
2020 Kindergarten Interviews 
This week Mr Richards has been having interviews with all our In-Area 2020 Kindergarten students 
and their families. This has provided them with the opportunity to ask questions about our school and 
how it operates, and also gives us an insight into the students who will be enrolling next year. If you 
know of anyone who will be enrolling their child for Kindergarten next year, please ask them to 
contact our school office as soon as possible. 
 
P&C Meeting 
On Tuesday evening we held our P&C Meeting with a good attendance and discussed a number of 
issues around fundraising, as well as updating and ratifying the current constitution for our local P&C. 
We had a presentation from David Forrest from the Fathering Project following our very successful 
Dads Do Drop-off last week. David gave us the background to how the organisation was formed and 
how important Dads can be in helping kids connect with education and ultimately employment.   
 
Archibald Exhibition Excursion 
On Wednesday our two Opportunity Classes travelled by train to the Art Gallery of New South Wales 
to view the portraits submitted for the Archibald Prize. 
 
New Families Information Session 
Also on Wednesday, we had an Information Session for families who have recently enrolled students 
at our school. With our continuing rise in student enrolments, we saw a need to provide some 
information for them, so offered the session. 
It was very well received and we will definitely be holding more as our enrolments throughout the 
year continue to rise. Have a happy and safe weekend,     
 
Kind regards, 
 
Harold Cosier 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Deputy Principal News 
 
New Families Information Session 
This week, the English as an Additional Language/ Dialect (EALD) team held an information session in 
the library for all our new families who have joined WPS this year. As most families who attended 
spoke either Chinese or Arabic as their first language, the presentation was translated into Arabic and 
Chinese thanks to our community hub leader Evoon Yacoub, a volunteer School Learning Support 
Officer Asya Tawfiq and a parent volunteer Aimee Zhang. Although this took a little extra time, it was 
very much valued by the parents in attendance!  
Parent’s feedback from the session was very positive and families were appreciative of us sharing 
information about our school! Definitely something we will look to continue into next term and year 
as we continue to increase our student numbers. 
A huge thank you must go to Evoon Yacoub, Micaela 
O’Reilly, Dahlia Al Salih, Melissa Fist and Mary Elphick 
for all their time and effort put towards supporting 
our new families as they learn about and engage, with 
our school! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning School Well 
Over the past two weeks, Evoon Yacoub and Dahlia Al Salih have been running the Beginning School 
Well Program in our community hub. The aim of this program is to prepare students who will be 
attending primary over the next 2 years by helping them to engage in fun and exciting play activities. 
This program is specifically for non-English speaking background children aged 3-5 years and their 
parents and will continue to be run over the coming week. This week we had 15 families attend which 
is fabulous as the children and parents are gaining knowledge in preparation of attending 
Kindergarten. Please feel free to join in on Monday’s at 12 pm in the Community Hub. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. Wishing you many happy moments in the week ahead. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Matt Richards 

 
 



 
 

Instructional Leader Update 
 
 
Reciprocal Reading 
Reciprocal reading is a practice where students are encouraged to read, talk and think their 
way through a text to develop and support comprehension. Students from K-2 are engaging in 
reciprocal reading by working in small groups to discuss texts, guided by four comprehension 
strategies: predicting, clarifying, questioning and summarising. Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph 
are creating videos of practice, filming groups of students using these comprehension 
strategies in guided discussions and viewing these with teachers to develop expertise in this 
effective approach to reading instruction. 
 
Resources for learning 
We have invested in some new resources to support student learning in K-2 classrooms. 
Kindergarten students are displaying enjoyment and pride when using their new book bags. 
Teachers have established strong routines to support students to engage with their familiar 
readers daily and then transport these home in their new book bags. We have purchased sets 
of small stools for all K-2 ‘engine rooms’, which is where small groups of students engage with 
their guided readers daily. This flexible seating alleviates transition issues and ensures 
students are moving between literacy activities quickly and efficiently. Rich texts are an integral 
aspect of our teaching and we have invested in some new books for Term 4, linked to our 
persuasive writing focus.  
 
 
 

 
 
State Goalball Championship 
On Thursday 29th August, six Year 3/4 students represented NSW in the Goalball for Schools 
Championships at Homebush Olympic Park. Matthew, Ashley, Adele, Baysan, Yonsoo and Benny all 
participated in a wonderful day, playing against some strong competition. Wollongong came 4th in 
their division, after three exciting and tense games. Well done Wollongong! You were all champions to 
play at a NSW level!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Second-hand school uniform shop 
The second hand uniform shop is now open on Tuesday and Friday morning from 

8.30-9.00 during term 3 at the Community Hub. 
All donations of clean clothing welcome, either at the Community Hub or at the main office. 

Help raise fund for your school! 
For any further information please contact Evoon 0439 898092 

Community Hub Leader 
Wollongong Public School 

 
 
 
 

 

School Concert – 18th September 2019 
All ‘Inside the Hall’ tickets for the evening concert have been sold, there is still ‘Under the 
COLA’ tickets available for the evening but they are selling fast.  There is plenty of inside 
tickets for the matinee concert. 

Sorry no tickets will be allocated without the orange note being returned! 

 

 
  

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS – 2020 
 

Enrolments are now being taken for children in Kindergarten next year. 
 If you know of anyone who is intending to apply to our school in 2020 please ask 

them to come to the school and pick up an enrolment pack as soon as possible. 
 

Closing date for enrolments is Friday 6th September 2019 
 Enrolment forms and all documentation must be returned to the office by this 

date. 
 

 
 
 



 



 

Positive Behaviour for Learning at WPS! 
PBL News 

What is PBL?  
PBL stands for Positive Behaviour for Learning. It is a whole 
school approach for promoting positive behaviour within our 
school. PBL is about teaching the desired behaviours to students 
and showing them how they can be successful, allowing for a 
safe and supportive learning environment.  
What are our school values?  
Our school values are the expectations the school and community of WPS believe are 
required to create a positive learning environment. The 3 school values are: Respect, 
Responsibility and Safety. All areas around the school have the school values and 
expectations displayed on signs to support students in making positive choices on the 
playground and in classrooms. 
PBL Lessons 
Each week, teachers engage students in PBL lessons 
which reinforce the three school values within different 
areas of the school. The teaching focus for this week 
was:       
Before School Expectations. In the morning, teacher 
supervision starts at 8:30am. We appreciate your 
support in ensuring your child arrives to school from this time. Before 8:30am, there is no 
teacher supervision and students are to sit near the flowerbeds in the asphalt area. The 
hall/COLA area and classrooms are out of bounds before 8:30am.  

FAST AND FREQUENT PUGGLE 
This term, we have launched the ‘fast and 
frequent’ reward system. This whole school reward 
system aims to recognise and encourage positive 
and appropriate behaviours in all areas at school. A 

fast and frequent puggle is a small token which all K-6 students can 
receive when they display the three school values on the playground and 
in the classroom. When a student receives a puggle, this is kept and 
placed into their classroom collection box. Every Friday, the SRC will collect and count 
puggles from each classroom and add them to our ‘Puggle Pond’ which can be found in the 
front office! All K-6 students are working towards reaching 5000 
puggles to achieve a whole school reward! 
Last week at the whole school assembly, the SRC announced the 
current total of puggles that have been collected so far for this 
term.  
All K-6 students have collectively received: 
Congratulations WPS on this outstanding effort! Each week we are 
getting closer to the whole school reward!  

 

4105 
puggles 



 

 



 
 



 



 
 

 ~ September 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 

Stage 3 
Sustainability 
Excursion 
 

3 
ICAS -  Digital 
Technologies 
 
P&C Meeting 
6.30pm 

4 
New Families 
Information Session 
2pm 

5 
ICAS - Science 
 

6 
PSSA Sport 

7 

8 9 
 

10 
ICAS - Writing 
 

11 
 

12 
ICAS Spelling 
 

13 
PSSA Sport 

14 

15 16 
 

17 
ICAS - English 
 

18 
School Concert 
Matinee and 
Evening 
performances 

19 
ICAS - Maths 

20 
PSSA Sport 

21 

22 23 24 25 
5L, 5/6M, 6S 
Science Fair 2.15pm 

26 27 
Last day of TERM 3 

28 

29 30 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

     

 ~ October 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
2 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

3 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

4 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

5 
 

6 7 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

8 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

9 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

10 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

11 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

12 

13 14 
First day of TERM 4 

15 
Kindy Orientation 
Teddy Bears Picnic 
11.30am 

16 17 18 19 
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