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Weekly message 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This will be our last newsletter for the year, and what an amazing year it has been with so much 
happening on so many different fronts.  Items of significance this week are: 
 
Student Congratulations 
My congratulations goes to every student who received an award at today’s assembly or will receive 
one at Monday’s Award Assembly. I applaud your achievements and congratulate every one of you. 
This is the culmination of a year of learning, and it is appropriate recognition of your efforts. I would 
also like to acknowledge the work of Mrs Neaves, Miss Morley and Miss McKechnie in organising these 
assemblies as it is an enormous task that requires months of planning. 
 
Staff Thanks 
Of course none of these achievements are possible without the efforts of a great team of teachers and 
support staff, and I would like to acknowledge the work of all of my team over what has been an 
enormously challenging year. Our building program has meant that we have had a significantly 
reduced playground, and both teaching and playing space has been very limited. We have embarked 
on an ambitious new program, particularly in the K-2 section where we have successfully introduced 
Instructional Leaders, and we have implemented, again very successfully, our Positive Behaviour for 
Learning program. The success of these all depend on the cooperation and support of all our staff, and 
they have provided that throughout the year. I would like to acknowledge their work in not only 
supporting students, but also each other throughout 2019. Thank you, our school is a better place 
through your contributions.  
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Year 6 Farewell Dinner 
On Wednesday evening our departing Year 6 students held their final dinner and dance at Wollongong 
PS and it was heartening to see what fine young men and women they are becoming. I have watched 
many of them grow since Kindergarten, and while others may not have been here as long, the growth 
and maturity they have exhibited in the past year has been outstanding and we will all miss them. I am 
hoping that I will be able to participate in their final leaving parade next Wednesday. I would like to 
acknowledge the huge amount of work done by Ms Stephenson and the team of parents and teachers 
in ensuring that it was such a successful night. Thank you. 
 
Student Reports 
All student reports have been completed and I am currently reviewing and signing these ready for 
distribution on Monday. As always, please discuss the report with your child, as it is a reflection of 
their learning, and we want that learning to include an ongoing conversation involving you, your child 
and the school. 
 
School Discos 
On Tuesday afternoon we will be holding discos in the hall for K-5 students. The P&C will be providing 
a stall selling drinks and snacks for the students while they are at the function. 
 
Peacekeepers Excursion 
Also on Tuesday, our Year 6 Peacekeepers will have their fun day out at Jamberoo Recreation Park. 
They play a very important role in our school playground throughout the year so it is fitting that we 
acknowledge their contribution in this way. 
 
Chess News 
Last Sunday the NSW Country Chess Championships were held.  Congratulations to Quan in 5/6M who 
won the title of NSW Country Under 12 Champion! 
 
On Tuesday our chess team played Emanuel School in the final of the NSW Interschool Chess 
Tournament.  The games were played in great spirit and our team competed hard but after several 
hours of play Emanuel emerged victorious.  Congratulations to Emanuel School and well done to our 
team on a great year of chess. 
 
Year 6 Assembly and Arch Walkout 
On Wednesday December 18th, our final day of school, at 2 pm we will be holding our final assembly 
for the year where we will farewell our Year 6 students as they move on to various high schools and 
start the next stage of their learning journey. This will be followed by our traditional arch walkout 
where the school community forms an arch of hands from the school hall to the front gate and say a 
final farewell. This is always a very moving moment and we invite all our school community to be a 
part of this occasion. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday break and to enjoy the time with your 
families. For those of you celebrating Christmas, may it be joyous and peaceful, and I look forward to 
welcoming you all back to school on January 29th 2020. 
 
Regards 
Harold Cosier 
 
 
 
 
 



Deputy Principal News 
 
Reports  
The final aspects to our update regarding student reports is the general and student comment 
sections. The purpose of the general comment is to provide you with a summary as to how your child 
is achieving in all other areas of their schooling. Teachers may comment on aspects of your child’s 
social, behavioural, emotional, organisational skills, other Key Learning Areas or special achievements 
throughout the year. The student comment is an essential aspect of the reports as children of all ages 
are aware of their achievement and learning goals. It’s also vital to ensure children have ownership 
over their learning as this leads to future success. Comments reveal children’s reflection on their 
successes, highlights and future learning goals and these are great discussion starters to help guide 
learning journeys. 
 
Books 
Teachers approach to feedback is evolving and this is supported by significant research. It is vital in 
learning activities that students give and receive feedback on their progress in the task and this could 
be in the form of non-verbal, verbal, written, peer to peer and self-reflection. Therefore you will notice 
that not all work in students’ books will receive written teacher feedback and as a school we support 
this. Feedback must be timely, goal referenced, ongoing, user friendly and individual.  This becomes a 
significant task for teachers as we need to ensure we are effective and efficient when providing 
feedback to all students in the class. All student work books will be sent home in the next few days if 
you have not already received them. We encourage you to spend time reflecting on student learning 
throughout the year and discuss the knowledge gained and growth displayed. Students often need 
prompting to go back in their books comparing this to their current work. The following prompts may 
assist you in this discussion, but please take this opportunity to share in your child’s learning. 
What was the most challenging task this year and why? 
What piece of work are you most proud of and why? 
Choose a work sample that displays a time when you were challenged but succeeded.  
 
Parent Feedback 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any celebrations, concerns or would like to discuss aspects of 
our school. To arrange an appointment you can email me at matt.richards5@det.nsw.edu.au or 
contact the school office on 42289120.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday and I look forward to seeing you next year! 
 
Kind regards, 
Matt Richards 
 
 
 
 
 

Library Furniture 
 

As the library is being refurbished we have an excess of library tables. 
 

These tables are available free to parents on a first come first served basis. 
 

Parents must arrange their own transport of the furniture. 
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Instructional Leader Update 
by Mrs Neaves and Mrs Critoph 

 
This week we sent the following note home to all Early Stage One families asking everyone to 
return their home reading folders to school. We are asking all families to ensure that this happens 
as soon as possible so we can begin our planning for home reading in 2020. 
 

 
 
 
Reading in the Holidays 
 

 
               
 



 
 
Please find the link to the Pause Prompt and Praise YouTube clip as follows: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWxwf07omZo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWxwf07omZo


 ~ December 2019 ~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
15 16 

Specialist Programs 
Assembly 11.30am 

17 
Yr 6 Peacekeeper 
Jamberoo 
Excursion 
 
School Report 
Translating Session 
1pm-3pm 
 
School Disco 

18 
Yr6 Graduation 
Ceremony 
 
LAST DAY OF 
TERM 4 
 

19 
School Holidays 
 

20 
School Holidays 
 
 

21 
School Holidays 
 
 

22 
School Holidays 
 

23 
School Holidays 
 

24 
School Holidays 
 
 

25 
School Holidays 
 
Christmas Day 

26 
School Holidays 
 
Boxing Day 
 

27 
School Holidays 
 
 

28 
School Holidays 
 
 

29 
School Holidays 
 

30 
School Holidays 
 

31 
School Holidays 
New Years Eve 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 ~ January 2020~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

New Years Day 
 

2 
School Holidays 

3 
School Holidays 
 
 

4 
School Holidays 
 

5 
School Holidays 
 

6 
School Holidays 
 

7 
School Holidays 
 

8 
School Holidays 

9 
School Holidays 
 
 

10 
School Holidays 
 
 

11 
School Holidays 
 
 

12 
School Holidays 
 

13 
School Holidays 
 

14 
School Holidays 
 

15 
School Holidays 
 
 

16 
School Holidays 
 
 

17 
School Holidays 
 
 

18 
School Holidays 
 
 

19 
School Holidays 
 

20 
School Holidays 
 

21 
School Holidays 
 

22 
School Holidays 
 
 

23 
School Holidays 
 
 

24 
School Holidays 
 
 

25 
School Holidays 
 
 

26 
School Holidays 
Australia Day 
 

27 
School Holidays 
 

28 
Staff Development 
Day 

29 
Students return to 
school Years 1 - 6 

30 
 

31  
 

 ~ February 2020~ ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 
 
 

 
 

1 

2 3 
Swimming Carnival 
Competitors only 

4 
Kindergarten 
classes commence 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

 
 
 
 



 
SURF EDUCATION AUSTRALIA 

 
This term Stage Three participated in Surf Education Australia's Surf Skills 
Awareness Program at Wollongong City Beach. We were fortunate enough to have 
lovely warm weather, and students had a great time developing their surf awareness 
skills. Smiles all round! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

Student School Report Translating Session for Parents 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
On Tuesday 17th December at 1-3pm in the School Library, Wollongong Public School will 
be providing an opportunity for parents to attend an on-site translating session to have 
your child/ren’s classroom reports read in person. Arabic and Chinese translators will be 
made available for this afternoon session and will sit individually with each parent/carer 
to ensure that student reports are read in a confidential manner and are communicated 
privately.  
 
Please note that this is not a regular parent/teacher interview session and if you would 
like to discuss any further matters in relation to your child then you will need to contact 
the school to make a booking with your child’s classroom teacher. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the student report translation session and the school 
welcomes the opportunity to work in partnership with you to support your child. 
 
Kindly 
Mrs Fist, Mrs O’Reilly, Mrs Elphick, Mrs Al Salih, Ms Yacoub and Mr Richards 
The English as an Additional Language Team 
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学校报告会 
 

亲爱的家长和监护人， 

 

我们将于 12月 17日（星期二）下午 1点到 3点，在卧龙岗小学图书馆内举行学校

报告会。学校将为家长和监护人现场翻译并解释您孩子的学校报告。 

届时将有会阿拉伯语和中文老师和翻译人员参加，他们将与您一起一对一的，以保

护隐私的方式解释和翻译您孩子的学校报告。 

请注意，本次会议的目的不是与班主任或任课老师面谈，而只是为了翻译和解释学

校报告供您参考。如果您想见孩子的班级老师，请与学校联系单独预约时间。 

我们期待您的参与，让我们有机会与您一同支持您的孩子的学习和成长。 

 

此致敬礼！ 

Mrs Fist, Mrs O’Reilly, Mrs Elphick, Mrs Al-Salih, Ms Yacoub and Mr Richards 
英语作为第二语言组的老师 
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 جلسة ترجمة التقاریر المدرسیة للأھالي 
 
 
 
 

 أعزائنا الأھالي وأولیاء الأمور،
 

ظھراً وفي مكتبة المدرسة ستقوم مدرسة  ۳-۱دیسمبر/ كانون الأول في الساعة  ۱۷في یوم الثلاثاء  الموافق 
 ولونجونج بإتاحة  الفرصة للأھل وأولیاء الأمور لحضور جلسة لترجمة وشرح التقاریر المدرسیة الخاصة بأطفالكم.  

طقین باللغة العربیة والصینیة من أجل توضیح وترجمة سیحضر الجلسة كادر من الھیئة التدریسیة والمترجمین النا
 تقاریر أطفالكم بشكل سري وخصوصي معكم. 

الرجاء مراعاة ان ھذه الجلسة لا تھدف إلى اجراء مقابلات مع معلم او معلمة الصف وإنما تھدف حصریا إلى ترجمة 
الصف فإن علیكم الاتصال بالمدرسة لحجز  وتوضیح التقاریر المدرسیة لحضراتكم. اذا رغبتم بمقابلة معلم او معلمة

 موعد محدد لھذا الغرض.
 

 نسعى لرؤیتكم والعمل سویة من اجل دعم أطفالكم.
 

 لكم منا كل الاحترام والتقدیر 
Mrs Fist, Mrs O’Reilly, Mrs Elphick, Mrs Al-Salih, Ms Yacoub and Mr Richards 

 یة أعضاء ھیئة تدریس اللغة الإنجلیزیة كلغة ثان
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